Esteemed laureates, Your Excellencies, Mr. Deputy Mayor, ladies and gentlemen, dear friends, respected youth of our country,

It is an honor and my pleasure to welcome all of you who have come along with us to give due recognition to those who will receive today the prestigious Dusko Kondor Civil Courage Award and Dusko Kondor Award for Affirmation of Civil Courage.

This award was established by NGO GARIWO Sarajevo following the experience of education on civil courage of more than 30,000 young people from around B&H and Western Balkans, bearing in mind the growing need for affirmation of civil courage in  B&H society, whose citizens in large part lack the awareness of the huge potential that lies in any manifestation of civil courage .

Professor Dusko Kondor was the Director of NGO GARIWO School and seminars on civil courage, through which passed more than 300 young people, many of whom are present here with us today. He was also a lecturer on civil courage in many cities of Bosnia and Herzegovina.


According to his former student Asmir Vodencarevic, now a successful electrical engineer, he was „a sixty-year old man with the strength of Tyson, spirit of Gandhi, the will of Martin Luther King. While open to every opinion, he seamlessly and bravely stated his own. In his message of peace, he often quoted Franklin saying, "there never was a good war or bad peace," and Dostoevsky's words: "All the ideals of this world are not worth the tears of one child. He told his students that he felt defeated when he saw their older colleagues, his former students, brought back from Bijeljina warfront in coffins. And all of that only to satisfy the interest of warriors and priests in whose time we lived. Dusko was very religious and a great nationalist and always used to say that youth was his religion and that he was human by nationality!”     
He was also a symbol of civil courage, always ready to confront every negative authority, even those who committed the most horrendous crimes in the 1992-1995 war. He paid for his civil courage with his life, which he did not live in vain.

Behind him remained generations of young people to whom he was a teacher and before him are new generations who will, through the experience of those who take with them the prize carrying his name, learn that they can always say NO and remain standing. This was proven by his students, who, during demonstrations after his assassination, carried signs that read: “Our professor taught us not to quit and we will not!”    

To kill Dusko, you have to kill all of us, this sign clearly speaks that evildoers and criminals, regardless of their number in this county and regardless of how organized they are, next to the youth taught by Dusko and the winners of the „Dusko Kondor“ Civil Courage Award and Dusko Kondor Award for Affirmation of Civil Courage, in the long-term, don’t stand a chance.

This event is being held under the auspices of the City of Sarajevo, and is sponsored by the Embassy and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Norway, which have so far been great supporters of education on civil courage. I kindly ask His Excellency Mr. Jan Braathu, the Ambassador of the Kingdom of Norway to address you. 
