Ceremony on the completion of reconstruction
of Sarajevo Cantonal and Municipal Courts,

Sarajevo Palace of Justice,

January 22, 2010.

Introductory remarks,

Ambassador Jan Braathu,

Royal Norwegian Embassy,

Sarajevo.

HJPC President Novkovic, Ministers, Mr Mayor, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is with great pleasure that I join you all today to mark the completion of a four year long process for the reconstruction of the Sarajevo Palace of Justice. And what a palace it is! These premises are quite simply stunning in their refinement, architecture and design. Lest beauty be deceiving, let me also emphasize that the reconstruction has had functionality as a guiding principle.
I congratulate the officials of the Sarajevo Cantonal and Municipal Courts, the High Judicial and Prosecutorial Council (HJPC) and the Ministries of Justice on having such fine premises for the exercise of  justice on behalf of  the citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
In contemplating these premises, one could be tempted to question whether it is rather too extravagant: Couldn’t justice be equally well served by some simpler offices? I would like to make two points: Firstly, this was the building that was being used by the Court in Sarajevo and as such it made very good sense and economy to upgrade it to more functional standards. The building had simply been rundown through lack of maintenance and needed a thorough working over. This was in any event much less expensive than constructing a new building. Secondly, this building should be viewed as part of the cultural heritage of Sarajevo and Bosnia and Herzegovina. The building is a testament to the Austrian period and the massive public works that were accomplished during that era. It deserves to be fostered and taken good care of. It also, I might add, is an inspiration for our own efforts.
Functional and distinguished premises should also be seen as important for the practice of justice. On the one hand, the employees and officials of the Courts need functional premises for the efficient application of the law. At the same time, the seriousness of legal matters is further underscored by premises that are themselves distinguished and exude authority and respect.

Norway has support for an independent and efficient judiciary as a priority in our assistance for Bosnia and Herzegovina. Working together with the HJPC and other judicial institutions, together with other partners and donors, we seek to assist in the improvement of judicial practice in Bosnia and Herzegovina. This has several facets, both in terms of expertise, but also in terms of physical infrastructure, of which this Palace of Justice is one expression.
With the completion of this reconstruction project, we move one step further along the road to improved judicial services that benefit citizens of this country. From the Norwegian side, we have been proud to be associated with this endeavor. We remain strongly committed to continuing our support for the judicial institutions of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and we remain respectful of the significant knowledge and expertise that already exist within these institutions. An independent, efficient and well-trained judicial system is vital for the development of all societies. 
In closing I would like to thank our partners, the European Union, the Government of Sweden, and authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina for excellent cooperation throughout this process. Our work has been a team effort, an expression of the desire of our countries to assist in the strengthening of justice and judicial institutions in this country. 

Finally, I feel that I must thank Sven Marius Urke, the International Member of the HJPC, and the Coordinator of the project, for his outstanding efforts and enormous dedication to not only this project, but also to the overall objective of assisting our friends and colleagues in Bosnia and Herzegovina to advance the cause of Justice.
Thank you.

