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Mr Šehović, Mr Robertsen, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Environmental concerns play an increasing role in the considerations of policy-makers, administrators, businesspeople and household consumers. On the one hand, there is greater recognition that energy is expensive. At the same time there is a much better understanding of the environmental impact of energy consumption. These considerations combine to motivate the drive for improved energy efficiency and economization. 

Norway is widely considered to be an energy country. Our industrialisation was built on the exploitation of rivers for the production of hydro-electricity, while the offshore oil and gas industry developed from the 1970’s onward have brought a new dimension to Norway and our image as an energy producer. What is perhaps less well known is that Norway is also very much an energy-economising country. Beginning in the 1980’s, Norwegian authorities have advocated the efficient use of energy as a way of ensuring adequate and environmentally sustainable energy supply.
Norwegian authorities have for many years sought to encourage what we have called “energy economization”: How to use energy in a more efficient and cheaper way. Or, how to use less energy in order to achieve the same, or even greater output. This approach make sense, both in environmental terms, but also in economic and commercial terms. The approach is a “win-win” approach.
Realization of the benefits to economic development and environment of energy efficiency is becoming increasingly widespread, also here in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Bosnia and Herzegovina is a transition economy, with a legacy of industrial production and energy utilisation that often tends to be inefficient, wasteful and unduly expensive. This is nothing special for Bosnia and Herzegovina: We used to use energy the same way in Norway. However, times change and so do the demands for improved efficiency and cost-effectiveness. Greater efficiency in energy use can make an important contribution to the restructuring of BiH industries. But it also can help achieve significant cost reductions in government administration, such as in government buildings.  Energy auditing is an important tool for achieving cost and environmental efficiencies with regard to energy consumption.
The Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs has for many years supported ENSI (Energy Saving International) in efforts to promote the transition to cleaner, more efficient and cost-effective energy consumption patterns in the so-called “Transition countries”. The assistance is aimed at providing training and assistance in the development of energy efficiency capacities. 
I am very pleased that ENSI, together with its local partner CENER 21 have now implemented the first stage of the Energy Auditing in Buildings program. The focus has been on capacity building, methodologies and tools for auditing energy use in buildings. Twenty-five specialists have been introduced to energy auditing methods and practices, including the use of advanced energy auditing software. I congratulate the participants on the conclusion of this training phase.

I furthermore look forward to the continuation of this work in a second stage, with further training of experts from Bosnia and Herzegovina. This second stage will include important dimensions such as support for BiH harmonisation with EU standards with regard to energy efficiency in buildings and the introduction of energy auditing as a subject in University education in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

In closing, I would like to thank ENSI, CENER 21, the Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic Relations and the Federation Ministry of Energy, Mining and Industry for their engagement and efforts in developing energy efficiency in Bosnia and Herzegovina. But even more, I wish to congratulate and thank you, the people who are actually at the forefront of energy economising in Bosnia and Herzegovina, for your commitment and interest in this issue. 
Once again, congratulations to the participants, and good luck in your application of energy auditing in practice in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Thank you.

