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Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am honoured to welcome you all to this evening’s opening proceedings for the conference on the role of education for lasting peace, “Where Peace Begins”,  here in Sarajevo. I would at the very beginning like to congratulate Save the Children for taking the initiative for the process of global debate and consultations that have led to the convening of this important conference. At the same time, I would also like to express my gratitude to President Radmanovic and the Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina for their interest and support for this important conference. 
The focus of this conference is on the fundamental importance of education for the realisation of societal stability and well-being. One area of concern for this conference is on the contribution that education can make to peace-building processes.  I would also like to emphasize the importance of education for the consolidation and sustainability of peace in post-conflict situations. 

The conference proceedings will address important and difficult questions: Why and how can education contribute to mediation processes, and in what manner should education be applied as a transformative instrument of policy to achieve societal stability and prosperity? Although these questions are short in length, their answers are extremely complex and multifaceted. 

These are questions of universal importance. While the differences from one country to another must be borne in mind, it is also necessary to seek out the similarities. The issue at stake is to learn from past experiences in order to improve our collective performance in the future. At stake is the quality of life for both individuals and communities in countries affected by civil strife and armed conflict throughout the world.
I look forward to presentations and discussions that will not only elucidate these complexities but also suggest recommendations for policy-makers dealing with conflict resolution and post-conflict stabilisation. We definitely need to have recommendations for realistic and workable policies and programmes that address education issues in conflict and post-conflict situations. 
It is highly symbolic that this conference is held here in Sarajevo, in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The reverberations of the conflict of the 1990s are ever present in this country, as is only to be expected after such a terrible experience in the recent past. From this perspective, and from the perspective of reconciliation and dealing with the past, education looms as a key sector of society. Bosnian and Herzegovinean experiences over the last 14 years since the end of the fighting underscore the need to address education also from a peace-building and societal development perspective. I believe that there is much to be learned from the experiences of Bosnia and Herzegovina in this regard. 

Education is a vital policy instrument through which a society and a country can achieve the objective of building democratic spirit, establishing unity of interests among citizens and strengthening bonds of mutual acceptance and respect for diversity. This should entail that education policies and practices be placed at the top of national and international agendas.
It is often said that young people are the hope for the future. I would like to add that the education of young people can give us hope for the future. But only if we approach education policy and practice in a way that builds communal bonds among citizens. 

I would once again welcome you all to this conference and to wish you all a very stimulating and productive two days.

Thank you.
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